
 

 

Minutes 
Public Hearing 
McClellanville Town Council 
McClellanville Planning Commission 
April 26, 2021 – 7:00 PM 
 
McClellanville Town Council and McClellanville Planning Commission held a joint public meeting 
on the above-noted date. Notice of the meeting had been published in compliance with the 
Freedom of Information Act. Mayor Rutledge Leland presided at the meeting. Council members 
Aaron Baldwin, Chris Bates, and Bob Gannon were present. Planning Commission members Ginny 
Prevost, Mary Duke, Dan Fifis, Oliver Thames and Bill Godwin were also present. Others present 
included Town Administrator Michelle McClellan and Zoning Administrator Kathryn Basha.  

Mayor Leland opened the public hearing to receive public input on an Ordinance to Amend 
Article 6 of the McClellanville Zoning and Land Development Ordinance regarding Tree 
Conservation. 
 
No members from the public were present. Mayor Leland said that Council had received input 
from Malcolm Baldwin regarding his issues with the Ordinance. Ms. Basha said that she had 
forwarded that information to the Planning Commission and they had reviewed those concerns 
but needed more time to go back and review.  
 
Councilman Bates said that he had some of the same concerns as Mr. Baldwin. He was said he 
would like to see revisions regarding Section 6.3(j) measuring trees with split trunks. He also 
said he would like to make sure that the ordinance clearly defines what trees the Town 
considers capable of being a grand tree and felt that only protected trees should be listed in the 
ordinance instead of excluding certain species. 
 
Mayor Leland said he felt that the ordinance was too restrictive and felt that most people liked 
trees and wanted to keep them in their yards. Councilman Bates said that as we grow, people 
may not always feel the same way and thought that some restrictions were necessary but did 
not want the restrictions to be so limiting that someone could not build on an acre lot. 
 
Ms. Basha said that she often reminded property owners that wanted to clear cut a lot that the 
Town’s stormwater management system is dependent on the tree roots and that trees are a 
critical part of the Town’s infrastructure and noted that property owners could appeal to the 
Board of Zoning Appeals for a variance from the ordinance. 
 
Councilman Gannon asked if Grand Pines had been taken out of the ordinance. Ms. Basha said 
they had not been removed from protection but could be approved administratively if the 
height is such that it exceeds the distance between the tree base and the principal structure on 
the lot. Councilman Gannon said he wanted to make sure that property owners would not have 
to go through hoops to take down a Grand Pine Tree. 
 



 

 

 
Mayor Leland said that he thought the grand pines should not be protected. Councilman 
Baldwin said that he felt that instead of making property owners go through the BZA to request 
a variance, we should remove the Grand Pines form protection. 
 
There being no further comments, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Michelle A. McClellan 
Clerk of Council 


