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The McClellanville Planning Commission met on the above-noted date and time via a ZOOM meeting. 

Notice of the meeting was published in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act. Planning 

Commission members present were Ginny Prevost (Chair), Oliver Thames (joined at 6:14 PM), Bill Godwin, 

and Dan Fifis. Zoning Administrator Kathryn Basha and Town Administrator Michelle McClellan were 

present for Town staff.  

 

Ms. Prevost called the meeting order at 6:05 PM. 

 

The Commission reviewed the minutes from the November 2020 meeting. After review, Mr. Fifis and Ms. 

Prevost asked for certain typos to be fixed: Page 2, 2nd to last paragraph - change “by” to “but” and the 

motion to change “fire trunks” to “fire trucks”. Mr. Fifis motioned to approve the minutes as corrected. 

Seconded by Mr. Godwin. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

The first agenda item was a continued discussion on the new Comprehensive Plan. Ms. Basha reviewed 

the Land Use component of the new plan with the Commission. Ms. Basha asked the Commission to think 

about the land use possibilities for areas adjacent to the Town in unincorporated Charleston County, 

including but not limited to, the old Lincoln High School and large commercial tracts along Hwy 17. Staff 

asked if an agricultural or more intensive commercial (non-marine related) zoning district would make 

sense given similar uses are allowed in the agricultural zoning districts of the County.  

 

The Commission discussed how future annexations may require new zoning districts as uses not currently 

allowed within current zoning districts are potentially needed. Staff suggested this could be accomplished 

through the floating zone method allowed under State Law. The Commission further discussed the 

amount of the vacant land per zoning classification that exists with the Town. 

 

The next agenda item was a discussion of proposed revisions to Article VI of the Zoning Ordinance to 

address issues seen by Town Council. Staff presented an overview of the proposed changes. The 

Commission discussed each change of the text amendment to see if any members had comments or 

questions. The Commission decided to add Chinese Tallows or popcorn trees as exempt from being a 

protected species. Staff noted the wish to in the future ensure the tree survey requirement is required as 

part of subdivision submittal requirements to identify potential conflicts between protected trees and 

development of lots being created.  

 

The last item on the agenda was continuation of discussion on Critical Line and Jurisdictional Wetland 

Buffer and Setbacks. Staff presented PowerPoint slides detailing why this proposed text amendment was 

being brought forth, a summary of similar provisions adopted by other jurisdictions in the area, and a 

summary of the text amendment itself. Staff made note that the Town of McClellanville was only one of 

two jurisdictions within Charleston County that did not have such zoning provisions.  
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The Commission discussed whether older lots should be grandfathered or what other means could be 

incorporated allowing those who have already purchased the land prior to enactment of the proposed 

setback could be exempt from the provisions.  

 

Ms. Prevost asked if there was any public comment from the audience. There was no public comment.  

There being no further business, Ms. Prevost asked for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Thames so moved, 

seconded by Mr. Goodwin. The motion carried an “aye” unanimously. Therefore, the meeting adjourned.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kathryn S. Basha, AICP 

Zoning Administrator 


