
Minutes 
McClellanville Town Council 
August 1, 2022 – 7:00 PM 
 
McClellanville Town Council met on the above-noted date. Notice of the meeting had been 
published in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act. Mayor Rutledge Leland presided. 
Council members Aaron Baldwin, Chris Bates, Bob Gannon and Jim Scott were present. Others 
present included: Michelle McClellan, Fire Chief Mike Bowers, Jim Hogg, Cheves Leland, Susan 
Martindale, Bennie Marshall, and Richie Billington.  
 
Mayor Leland called the meeting to order and asked Council to review the July 5 and July 11 
minutes. Councilman Gannon made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Bates and carried by a unanimous vote of Council members. 
 
Chief Bowers gave a monthly report for the Awendaw-McClellanville Fire Department. There was 
not a representative present from Charleston County sheriff’s Office. 
 
Next, Jim Hogg with W. H. Platts gave a presentation regarding the two quotes for audio 
improvements to Council’s chambers. One quote would make minimal improvements using the 
current equipment. The second, more expensive quote, would add gooseneck mics and new 
speakers to the current system. After discussion, Councilman Gannon made a motion to approve 
the lesser quote and have the company attend a meeting after installation to make sure the 
equipment is working appropriately. The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott and carried 
by a unanimous vote of Council members. 
 
Next Council held First Reading: An Amendment to add a new zoning district, the Rural Activities 
zoning district, to the Town of McClellanville Zoning and Land Development Ordinance to allow 
for development of compatible uses in Special Redevelopment Areas identified on the Future 
Land Use map in the McClellanville 2040 Comprehensive Plan. Councilman Gannon asked that, 
in the future, zoning staff attend meetings with zoning ordinance amendments to answer 
questions. Mayor Leland stated that there would be a public hearing next month. Councilman 
Gannon made motion to approve the First Reading. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Bates and carried by a unanimous vote of Council members. 
 
Council considered appointing Scott Youngblood to the Town’s Board of Zoning Appeals. 
Councilman Scott made a motion to appoint Mr. Youngblood. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Gannon and carried by a unanimous vote of Council members. 
 
Council discussed appointing a three-person committee to admin the Watermen’s Memorial. 
Council said they would like to request applications in the Town Newsletter. Ms. McClellan said 
she thought at least on member of the committee should be a waterman and one should be a 
member of Council.  
 
 



Next, Council discussed renewing lease agreements for Village Museum and McClellanville Art’s 
Council annex buildings. Ms. McClellan noted that the Village Museum’s 25-year lease had ended, and the 
Art’s Council still had ten years on its 25-year lease but required renewal every five years. Councilman 

Gannon made a motion to renew both lease agreements. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Scott and carried by a unanimous vote of Council members. 
 
Council discussed a request to take over Five Fathom Baptist Cemetery. Mayor Leland said that he had 
been approached by Carolyn Page. She said the church wanted to dissolve but could not until they found 
a new owner for the cemetery. Council was not in favor of taking over the cemetery and recommended 
that they reach out to other churches in the community that may be willing to take it over. 
 
Before going into executive session, Mayor Leland asked if there were any public comments. Councilman 
Scott asked if zoning staff had sent a violation letter to the Dollar General. Ms. Mcclellan said that they 
were working on but did not think it had been mailed out yet. Councilman Scott asked Ms. McClellan to 
follow up with staff.  
 
Next, Councilman Gannon made a motion to go into executive session. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Scott and carried by a unanimous vote of Council members. 
 
Council returned to regular session. Councilman Gannon made a motion to direct the Town Attorney to 
provide a counterproposal to Charleston County School Board on the Town’s behalf which would include 
a cash offer and to convey that the spray field would not be required for the Town’s intended use of the 
facility. The motion was seconded by Councilman Baldwin and carried by a unanimous vote of Council 
members. 
 
Council had no questions regarding financial statements.  
 
Councilman Gannon made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott and 
carried by a unanimous vote of Council members. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Michelle A. McClellan 
Clerk of Council 


