
Minutes 
McClellanville Town Council 
May 2, 2022 – 7:00 PM 
 
McClellanville Town Council met on the above-noted date. Notice of the meeting had been 
published in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act. Mayor Rutledge Leland presided. 
Council members Aaron Baldwin, Chris Bates, Bob Gannon and Jim Scott were present. Others 
present included: Michelle McClellan, Fire Chief Mike Bowers, Captain Powell with CCSO, Kathryn 
Basha, Eddie Bernard, Cheves Leland, Ginny Prevost, Dan Fifis, Mary Duke and other members of 
the community. 
 
Mayor Leland called the meeting to order and asked Council to review the April 4 and April 18 
minutes. Councilman Gannon made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Bates and carried by a unanimous vote of Council members. 
 
Chief Bowers gave a monthly fire report for the area. Captain Powell was not present at this time 
and entered the meeting later. 

Next, Mayor Leland announced that a dog on Baker Street that was an issue had been removed 
from the Town by a court order today at the Magistrate’s Court. Then, Cheves Leland addressed 
Council regarding Town Code Chapter 3, Article I, Dogs. Ms. Leland stated that she and her dog 
Amos had been attacked by a vicious dog on Baker Street on Friday, April 15, 2022. Ms. Leland 
had several questions for Council regarding the Town’s Dog Ordinance and asked them to 
answer each question individually. Ms. Leland said that she felt the new ordinance worked but 
needed new ideas. Council stated that the ordinance was a working document, and they would 
look at ways to continue to make improvements. Mayor Leland asked Captain Powell with 
Charleston County Sheriff’s Office what residents should do if they are being attacked by a dog. 
Captain Powell said that residents should call 911 immediately if they are being attacked by a 
vicious dog. He said that was a violation of State law and would be handled as such. Councilman 
Scott also stressed the importance of reporting nuisance dog issue to the Town to be 
investigated by the Town Marshal.  

Deputy Powell gave a community crime report for the month.  

Next, Kathryn Basha presented the 2040 McClellanville Comprehensive Plan to Town Council. 
She stated that the Comp Plan guides public officials in decision-making regarding land 
development, conservation of land and cultural resources, and public services that will affect 
the quality of life that Town residents cherish. The Comp Plan is mandated by State law for any 
community that employs zoning and land development regulatory powers. The Town adopted 
their first Comp Plan in May of 1999. The Planning Commission has reviewed the plan every five 
years and adopted a complete update ten years ago.  

Next, Mayor Leland opened the public hearing for the Town’s 2040 Comprehensive Plan. Richie 
Billington asked how the Planning Commission planned to increase housing options in Town. 



Ms. Basha said that townhomes, clustered subdivisions with smaller lot sizes were allowed in 
the Highway Commercial District and these options are more affordable for younger families. 
Ginny Prevost said that the PC was also concerned with resilience and problems of water 
quality with future growth. Cheves Leland said a natural buffer should be established to keep 
runoff from houses to go into the creek. Ms. Prevost said that the PC was working on a buffer 
requirement to bring to Council soon. Mayor Leland made motion to pass final reading of the 
Ordinance to Adopt the 2040 Comprehensive Plan. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Gannon and carried by a unanimous vote of Council members. 

Next, Planning Commission updated Council on the requested recommendations of the Town’s 
Zoning and Land Development Ordinance regarding home occupation and accessory structures.  
Ms. Prevost, Planning Commission Chair, told Council that the Commission was recommending 
that the Home Occupation Ordinance stay as is. She said that the issue that brought up the 
ordinance had been worked out among neighbors. If this becomes an issue in the future, they 
will look at the ordinance again. 

Mayor Leland asked for their recommendation on allowing accessory structures over 10X12 
without a primary structure. Ms. Prevost said that the Commissioners were looking at potential 
changes and needed more time to study the issue. Councilman Gannon asked that the 
Commissioners discuss the item at their next meeting and come back to Council with a 
recommendation. 
 
Council considered appointing a replacement to the Planning Commission. Councilman Scott 
made a motion to appoint Eddie Taylor. The motion was seconded by Councilman Bates and 
carried by a unanimous vote of Council members. 
 
Council Considered First Reading: An Ordinance to Adopt a Budget FY 2022-2023. Councilman 
Gannon made a motion to adopt the budget as presented. The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Scott and carried by a unanimous vote of Council members.  
 
Mayor Leland proclaimed May as Building Safety month for the Town of McClellanville. 
 
Next, Council considered a ribbon cutting ceremony for the pedestrian bridge at Elizabeth 
Dawson Park. Mayor Leland asked if the bridge was complete. Ms. Basha said that the bridge was 
not complete. The Contractors needed to put up an ADA required handrail, paint the striping on 
the crosswalk and then it would need to be inspected by the County and SCDOT for final approval. 
She also said that the bridge was not designed for motorized vehicles and allowing those to go 
on it would put more wear and tear on the bridge. 
 
Next, Council agreed to take over the Seaman’s Memorial from the SC Shrimper’s Association as 
it was no longer an active organization. Council said they would need to establish a committee 
to approve names to be added to the monument. Councilman Baldwin made a motion to accept 
responsibility of the memorial. The motion was seconded by Councilman Scott and carried by a 
unanimous vote of Council members.  



Next, Council discussed the sewer study and yearly expenses of the McClellanville Middle School 
property. Council agreed that the Town administrator should write a letter to Charleston County 
Library Executive Director asking for a letter of interest to be a tenant in the building. Ms. 
McClellan stated that Angela Barnette with CCSD had asked if the Town was ready to take 
ownership of the building if the Board of Trustees were to convey it to the Town of McClellanville. 
Council agreed that they need to move forward and be proactive in attaining the property.  

Councilman Scott made a motion to approve CREEC’s special event application for the 
Lowcountry Shrimp festival and Blessing of the Fleet. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Bates and carried by a unanimous vote of Council members. 

There were no questions regarding the financial statements. There being no further business, 
Councilman Gannon made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Baldwin and carried by a unanimous vote of Council members. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:37 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Michelle A. McClellan 
Clerk of Council 


